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Let’s Talk Trails:  
An exciting update 
about the Highway 93 
Trail.

A Confluence of 
Ideas: Learn more 
about Salmon’s Tool 
Library program

Eddy Out:  Our 
team at SVS shares 
a few of our favor-
ite things we have 
been reading, 
watching and listen-
ing to this winter. 
Check them out!

Gearing up for 
Spring: 
Take a quick look 
at what is in store 
for spring and early 
summer at SVS and 
see how you might 
get involved.  

Sometimes I yearn for those projects that take just a few hours to complete, like tend-
ing my garden or cooking a delicious dinner.  It is always fulfilling to start and com-
plete a project in the course of a day.  And then there are those projects that take more 
time and are a lot more complex. To be honest, these excite me just as much. Yet, the 
uncertainty of such projects can sometimes be daunting, especially for projects that 
take years to come to fruition---six years to be exact!  But believe it or not, construc-
tion of the long-awaited Highway 93 Trail is actually right around the corner! 

SVS and our partners through the 
Salmon/Challis Trails Group are 
currently in the home stretch of the 
coordination process with Western 
Federal Lands Highway Division 
(WFLHD). Funds are in place and we 
should have a construction date by 
March!  

For those of you who may not have 
been following this project since 
2015, the brand new paved trail will 
be aligned in the Highway 93 right of 
way, anchored between Kids’ Creek 
Park and the BLM’s Shoup Bridge 

recreational site to the south, along the west side of the highway. The trail will improve 
travel safety for bicyclists and pedestrians along a 5-mile stretch. The BLM 
has committed to expanding restrooms, parking, bicycle facilities and trail 
network signage in anticipation of increased use along this new trail. Once 
connected to Shoup Bridge, this trail would also create direct non-motor-
ized access to the Salmon River and additionally serve as a jumping off point 
for dozens of miles of trails nearby, primarily located on land managed by 
the Forest Service and BLM.     
   
Sounds pretty dang awesome, doesn’t it?  

Building a trail....one visioning session at a time!
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The Highway 93 Trail is just around the corner!
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Luckily, the team at WFLHD has been great to work with, addressing all of our con-
cerns every step of the way. And even more lucky for us? The steadfast and supportive 
community members who have waited patiently for this trail to arrive. I can’t tell you 
how many times I’ve been bustling around town--grocery shopping or waiting in line 
to vote--when a good-natured community member yanks me aside to get some solid 
answers about “WHEN that trail will finally happen?!” I want to thank all of these 
community members for staying excited through what we recognize has been a glacial 
process.
    As the reality of this project draws nearer, it has me pondering about its potential 

to add value to the community, beyond the scope of the trail itself. The opportuni-
ty to connect this trail through Salmon as well as to other nearby recreation ame-
nities (like the upcoming whitewater park) is pretty thrilling. What other nearby 
adventures or community resources would we want to alert trail users to? Where 
can a visitor take his or her kayak out for a spin? Are there any interesting historic 
sites nearby? SVS kicked off this conversation about wayfinding, in our 2017 Citi-
zens’ Institute on Rural Design workshop.  The general consensus? Salmon should 
be making improvements for the benefit of its citizens first and foremost!

Physical restoration of the trail, following construction, is another upcoming, ex-
citing opportunity. The disturbed ground around the trail will be in need of revegetation after construction is 
complete. SVS and partners are looking at ways to turn these 
trail shoulders into connected plant corridors that support 
native pollinator species. Pollinators are an integral piece to 
our ecological and agricultural landscape. Providing critical 
habitat along this trail is just one way we can do our part as a 
community to protect the many different species here.

This Highway 93 Trail project will increase safety, encourage 
active lifestyles for all ages, and stimulate local businesses--a 
highly visible demonstration of how something as simple as a 
trail can improve safety, health, and prosperity for the com-
munity. SVS will be providing updates on this project as it 
moves forward this year, so please stay tuned. 

Let us know if you’d like to receive our email updates, or follow us on social media!  
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As you know, available and affordable housing is a real issue facing our 
community.  We feel it especially at this time of year when SVS staff 
tries to line up shelter and accommodations for our crews of field tech-
nicians, college interns, and project leaders.  While some of these folks 
are hired locally, some come from out of town/out of state and need a 
place to stay over the course of the summer.   

We are asking our SVS family to not only help us think of a long-term solution to this an-
nual problem, but hopefully, come up with some short-term housing options for this sum-
mer!  

Contact jennygonyer@salmonvalley.org if you have available housing or a room you’re 
able to rent out this summer. 

Housing, housing, who has housing?
Looking for seasonal housing for 

SVS Interns and field crew members!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5EhrRUlrZz7aVREa1VqdEZVU3c/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5EhrRUlrZz7aVREa1VqdEZVU3c/view


 A confluence of people, 
resources and ideas 

If you know anything about SVS, it is that we LOVE community creativity, collaboration and working 
together on projects, ideas and passions that help build a stronger, healthier and more resilient home sweet 
home. Sometimes, we come across a project that really hits the nail on the head.  

Enter the Creative Confluence Tool Library!

The Creative Confluence Tool Library (CCTL) is working hard 
to foster and empower an industrious, creative and self-reliant 
community in Salmon through knowledge and tool-sharing, 
trade skills development, educational community workshops, 
shared work spaces, and more.  When SVS was asked by this 
group of folks to serve as their fiscal sponsor (which basically 
means providing non-profit oversight and support) we were so excited to learn more about their efforts.  After 
hearing their vision, it was a no brainer. So far, they have launched their AWESOME Tool Library Program 
(which is exactly what it sounds like) and have been renting out tools and sharing skills, left and right.  Lo-
cated on the corner of Center and Lena, the CCTL is volunteer-based, operating on community participa-
tion, donations, memberships and they recently received a grant to help purchase some much needed tools. 
All things considered, these Toolies (as we like to call them) are dedicated to supporting a sharing economy, 
aimed around trade skills and craftsmanship, equalizing socio-economic inequalities, as well as promoting 

resources and opportunities for do-it-yourself (DIY) projects and entrepreneurship 
here in Salmon.  

The Toolies continue to inspire us and we look forward to not only supporting their 
efforts, but collaborating with them on some upcoming community education projects 
this spring and summer. In the meantime, be sure to check out their website and Tool 
Library inventory.  In addition to becoming a member, you can donate tools, money, 
time, expertise and more.

 www.salmonconfluence.org
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SVS Program Updates
Exciting expecations for spring and early summer

While spring may feel like it is buried under 2 feet of snow, we know it will be here sooner than later.  Here 
are just a few things to look forward to at SVS, as we dig ourselves out of winter and into warmer days 
ahead.  If you would like to volunteer for any upcoming Hands on the Land activities, please email our Out-
door Education Coordinator at jessicamcaleese@salmonvalley.org.  

Feb/March: Natural Resources Program: Hiring begins for field season 2021! Check our website for applications.

April 22nd: Join us April 19th-24th for Earth Week, including a fun community activity on Earthday itself! 

April 26th:  Hands on the Land, Youth Outdoor Education Field Trip:  Land Navigation          
          
May (tbd): Hands on the Land: 5th grade Pollinator STEM Education

June 3rd: Hands on the Land: 5th grade Bannack State Park Field Trip

June 8th: Hands on the Land, Youth Outdoor Education Field Trip: Disco Hill Adventures

June 21-27th: National Pollinator Celebration Week! Join us as we celebrate pollinators with loads of informa-
tion sharing, community particpation, social media interaction and more. 

http://www.salmonconfluence.org 
https://www.salmonvalley.org/summer-job-opportunity-2021/
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Eddy Out
Staff picks

We thought it might be fun to invite you to tune in, tune out and take some time to listen, read, and learn with us.  Our staff 
have chosen a few of their favorite picks from this winter to share with you.  Check them out and enjoy! We’d love to hear from 

you too.... what are you reading and listening to these days?  Email your suggestions to jessicamcaleese@salmonvalley.org

Listen:  Robin Wall Kimmer’s Essay: Serviceberry- An economy of abundance. 
Emergence Magazine: https://emergencemagazine.org/story/the-serviceberry/

This piece was shared with Jessica at a time when it just made sense. Big time. She wanted to pass it forward 
and share the possibilities

Read:  “The New Wilderness”  A book by Diane Cook. 
Rachel is a big fan of the dystopian genre and thought this book brought a pretty fresh spin and posed some 

new questions. The story is a dramatization of what wilderness areas will mean to us in a grim and resource-
depleted future.

Donate online at www.salmonvalley.org

https://emergencemagazine.org/story/the-serviceberry/
https://www.salmonvalley.org/donate/

